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INTEiiKATIONAL  TRADE  IN  MiiAT  DECREASES  IN  1951  3-/ 

International  trade  in  meat  in  1951,  exclusive  of  Asia  and  minor 
meat-trading  countries,  was  slightly  below  that  of  1950  and  substantially 
below  the  annual  averages  for  1946-50  and  1934-3^  according  to  infor- 
mation available  to  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations. 

In  1950,  as  in  1948  and  1949,  reduced  exportable  surpluses  tended 
to  reduce  international  trade  in  meat^    In  many  of  the  major  exporting 
countries,  production  has  decreased  and  domestic  consumption  has  increased, 
This  reduced  supply  has  been  offset  to  a  considerable  extent  in  many  of 
the  importing  countries  by  increased  domestic  productiono 

MEAT  l/j    International  trade  by  areas,  averages 
1934-38  and  1946-50,  annual  1950-1951* 


Continent 
or  area  ' 

!  Average 

1      Average         :  ; 
1      1946-50  2/    :      1950  2/ 

L    .  I2ii  2Z.„ 

!  Expo  rt  s  3  Impo  rt  s 

i  Exports 

Impo  rt  a :  Expo  rt  s 

j^Imports 

I  Jixpo  r t  s :  Impo  rt  s 

N.  America  ^/ 
Europe 
U.S.SoR. 
S,  America 
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Oceania  \ 
Total  5/ 
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i  Mile 
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\  631 
!  2,876 
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'  kl 
15 

LibiilT^ 

4,274  ! 

3.?22„,. 

pork,  mutton  and  lamb,  goat  and  horse  meat,  excludes  live  animals,  edible 
offal,  lard,  rabbit  and  poultry  meato    2J  Preliminaryo    3/  Excludes  exports  of 
horse  meat  from  the  United  States,  which  averaged  2  million  pounds  in  1935-39, 
66  million  in  1946-50,  33  million  in  1949,  15  million  in  1950,  and  22  million 
in  1951.    kl  No"*'  available^    ^/  Imports  do  not  balance  with  exports  as  trade 
statistics  of  some  countries,  especially  small  importing  countries,  do  not 
show  separately  meat  import  figures.    Also  in  postwar  years  some  countries 
have  not  published  trade  statistics. 


1/  World  meat  production  for  1951  was  summarized  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
June  2,  1952  and  World  Hog  Numbers,  World  Cattle  Numbers  and  World  Sheep 
Numbers  were  summarized  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  dated  March  2/1-,  April  7, 
and  April  21,  1952,  respectively. 
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It  is  estnjuated  that  in  1951  beef  and  veal  accoiinted  for  50  percent 
of  the  total  meat  tra.de^  pork  accounted  for  .30  percent  and  mutton  and 
lamb  accounted  for  1?  percent,,    The  trade  of  the  major  expoi-ting  and 
iraporting  countries  for  these  three  categories  of  meat  is  sho;m  in  the 
accompanying  table,- 

MiiiAT  l/:    International  trade,  by  types,  in  the 
principal  countries,  1951<3 


Country 


Beef  and  :      Pork      j  Mutton 
veal     ;  ( exc];.  lar(^;  and  JLamb_ 


;  Other  2/ 


Total 


«  MiliJiilSo:  Kilt.,J.bsp!  Milo  Ibs^; 


Mil>  Ibsc:  Mil,  lbs. 


Exports  by  principal  supplying  countries 


33  3 

3  J 

Mexico  : 

OO  < 

92 

Denmark  L/  : 

2L2  i 

577  i 

y  : 

1/  • 

819 

J.    i.  Ck.L  i^'  w  « 

21  : 

81  ! 

45  ! 

147 

Iceland  i 

2  I 

2 

1 1*6  land  3 

98  i 

4  i 

4      s         -  ! 

106 

Netherlands  : 

19  ! 

103  J 

7  J 

129 

Po3,and  5/  J 

106  : 

f  : 

106 

Yugoslavia  : 

2  s 

2 

Argentina  i 

860  ; 

30  ! 

60  : 

950 

Brazil  * 

38  - 

!                 1  ! 

1  ! 

40 

Chile  J 

1  < 

1 

Parar^uay  5/  ^ 

15 

15 

Uruguay  : 

23.1  . 

11 

222 

Madagascar  : 

21 

!  21 

Southern  Rhodesia  s 

7 

!  7 

Australia  t 

266 

!  2/, 

:  47 

!  29 

\  366 

Nev;  Zealand  6/  i 

125 

i  20 

450 

'  ,  ..  5  

1  600 

Total  exports  ; 

2^109„^ 

!  981 

586 

!  82 

:  3.758 

•  - 
• 

• 

0 

Imports  by  principal  deficit  countries 

United  States  t 

468 

51 

!  7 

I  526 

Cuba  t 

1/ 

X  25 

t  25 

Austria  s 

1 

E  4 

** 

'  ^/ 

i  5 

Belgium  f 

33 

!  5 

!  2 

!  31 

:  71 

G  e  rmany-\'J  e  st  e  rn  j 

38 

!  77 

:  ^' 

!       •  24 

:  139 

Greece  : 

:  14 

t  14 

Italy 

"  69 

1  6 

:  9 

I  84 

Sweden  i 

27 

'  7 

!  34 

Switzerland  : 

6 

:  4 

!  9 

!  19 

United  Kingdom  7/  i 

777 

:  982 

:  591 

:  2,350 

Union  of  So,  Africa  6/  ; 

1JL_. 

:  2 

:  2/ 

:  15 

Total  imports  s 

;  1,161 

s  602 

:  87 

:  3.282 

T7  Carcass  weight  basis  -  exludes  live  animals,  edible  offal,  lard,  rabbit 
and  poultry  meat,    2/  Includes  fresh  and  frozen  meat,  n^e.s,,  canned  meat, 
n,e,s,,  goat  and  horse  meatp    ^  Less  than  500,000  poundse    IJ  Includes 
carcass  weight  equivalent  of  live  animal  export s,,    ^/  Estimated  -  based  on 
imports  into  receiving  countries  reporting  :lmports  by  origins    6^^  Partially 
estimated,    7/  Includes  edible  offal. 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  August  4,  1952, 
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In  Noi'th  America  both  exports  and  imports  of  meat  were  above  those 
of  1950  and  of  prewar  yearso    In  Canada  exports  decreased  and  imports 
increased  considerably  while  in  the  United  States  both  exports  and 
imports  increased.    In  Mexi.co  exports,  although  more  than  double  those  of 
1950,  v/ere  much  less  than  in  1949? 

In  Europe,  exports  increased  markedly  in  Deninarkt  Ireland,  Germany 
and  the  Netherlands  and  decreased  in  France^  Italy  and  the  United  Kingdom, 
Imports  Increased  significantly  in  Belgium,  France  and  Italy  and  decreased 
in  Gemany,  Sweden  and  the  United  Kingdom* 

In  South  Ainerica  exports  of  meat  continued  the  downward  trend  from 
the  peak  of  1947o    For  the  5  m.ajor  exporting  countries  of  South  America,  meat 
exports  in  1950  were  only  60  percent  of  the  prewar  average. 

In  Africa  exports  in  1951  v;ere  about  the  same  as  in  1950  but  only 
about  60  percent  of  prewar^    Exports  in  1951  showed  a  significant  decrease 
in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  because  of  severe  droughts  and  a  large  quantity 
of  meat  was  imported. 

In  Oceania,  exports  were  below  those  of  1950  and  prewar  due  to  the 
large  decrease  in  shifnients  from  Australia  where  prolonged,  severe  droughts 
reduced  meat  productionc 

Europe  continues  to  be  the  major  importing  area  for  meat  but  in  1951 
it  replaced  South  America  as  the  major  exporting  area^    Argentina,  Denmark, 
New  Zealand,  Australia  and  Uruguay  continue  as  the  major  exporting 
countries  but  only  Denmark  showed  a  significant  increase  in  exports  over 
1950 0    The  United  Kingdom  continues  as  the  major  importer  of  meat,  with 
the  United  States  second  and  Germany,,  Canada,  Belgium  and  Italy  being 
important  market Se 

Indications  are  that  in  1952  meat  trade  will  be  at  about  1951  levels 
except  in  Canada  where  the  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  disrupted 
meat  trade^    Despite  increased  production  in  many  countries,  the  major 
meat  producing  countries  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere,  except  for  New  Zealand, 
have  suffered  from  extensive  droughts  and  meat  production  will  be  slow 
in  recovering  in  those  areas^  —Prepared  by  Louis       Smith,  based  in  part 
on  United  States  Foreign  Service  Report s,t 
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